
The appeals process plays a vital role in our justice

system, offering individuals the opportunity to

challenge a trial court's decision by identifying

possible legal errors. When a party believes the trial

outcome was unfair or incorrect, they can ask a

higher court to review the decision and determine if a

correction is needed.

Our Appellate program gives students the chance to

step into the role of appellate attorneys, where they

sharpen their legal reasoning, public speaking, and

writing abilities. This experience helps build

confidence in forming legal arguments, researching

relevant case law, and presenting persuasive cases in

front of student justices.

If you enjoy analyzing complex issues and defending

your point of view, Appeals Court is for you. You and a

partner will work together to prepare arguments for

both sides of the case side of the case. Students can

also take on the role of Appellate Justices, carefully

listening to arguments and determining the outcome

based on the strength of each team’s legal reasoning.

What is appeals  court? How to Prepare
1. Dive Into the Case Packet

 The new case for the year will be posted at the beginning

of September at ymcatexasyg.org/appeals-court/. Review

the full case, both the narrative and the precedent cases.

Understand what happened, which constitutional or legal

issues are involved, and how prior decisions relate to it.

2. Draft Your Arguments

 As a two-person team, you’ll write a brief for both sides of

the case that outlines your legal stance, citing relevant

case law. Then decide who will argue which issues during

oral rounds. You can find example briefs and cover pages

on the appeals section page on the website.

3. Practice Makes Progress

Oral argument is conversational. Expect justices to

interrupt with questions. Practice answering clearly and

returning to your points smoothly.  Check out the Rules of

Procedure document for more insight!

4.  Ask a question

Delegates are permitted to submit any questions

regarding the case by the end of September.

An official response by the Judicial Section leaders will be

posted to on that same page mid October.

To learn more about the appellate section,
scan the QR code here. This section page
on ymcatexasyg.org offers a variety of
helpful resources, including videos, tips,
and guides designed to deepen your
understanding of the appeals section. 

Watch a YG alumni explain more about what
competing in this section will look like.



APPEALS SECTON

Oral arguments are delivered before a panel of student justices
who may interrupt with questions, mimicking real appellate
hearings. The goal is not to re-litigate the facts, but to analyze
and persuade based on the law. Students are evaluated on
clarity, organization, courtroom demeanor, use of precedent, and
the ability to respond to judicial questioning. This experience
deepens their understanding of the legal system, enhances
public speaking and critical thinking skills, 
and prepares them for professional
conduct in real-world settings.

Length: 1–8 pages (excluding cover page)
Spacing: Double spaced
Margins: 1-inch all around

Sections Required:
Cover Page with an Introduction of Attorneys
Introduction (addressed to the court)
Statement of the Case (2–5 sentences)
Statement of Facts (1–2 paragraphs)
Issues on Appeal (clearly defined)
Argument (core of the brief with citations)
Conclusion (summary of key points)
Prayer (what relief is being sought)
Signature & Affiliation (typed signature counts)

Rankings and scoring are determined based on a combination of
the written brief, which accounts for 25% of the total score, and the
oral argument presentation, which makes up the remaining 75%.

The role of an appellate attorney in Youth and Government is
to analyze whether legal errors occurred during a fictional
trial and argue whether those errors warrant a new trial.
Unlike trial court, appellate court does not involve witness
testimony or the presentation of new evidence. Instead,
appellate attorneys focus on legal reasoning, study precedent
cases, and construct persuasive arguments grounded in
constitutional and case law. 

Oral arguments are presented before a panel of student
justices who may ask questions throughout the presentation.
This requires attorneys to think quickly, remain composed,
and demonstrate a deep understanding of the case and the
law. Strong performance involves clear communication,
effective use of legal precedent, logical structure, and
adaptability in response to judicial questioning. The appellate
process develops advanced skills in legal analysis, public
speaking, and critical thinking, offering a challenging and
rewarding experience within the judicial program.

STUDENT ATTORNEY

The role of a student justice in appellate competition is to serve
as a judge on a panel that hears oral arguments from student
attorney teams. Justices are responsible for being thoroughly
familiar with the case facts, legal issues, and relevant
precedents. During oral arguments, they may interrupt
attorneys with questions to test their legal reasoning and
understanding. After hearing both sides, the justices deliberate
and decide which team presented the stronger legal argument.
They are expected to be fair, professional, and impartial
throughout the process, mirroring the conduct of real appellate
judges.

PREPARING AN ARGUMENT

STUDENT JUSTICE

WHAT TO EXPEECT

BRIEF

Scan the QR code to access the full appeals
curriculum, which includes detailed instructional
materials, guidelines for writing briefs,
resources for legal research, and step-by-step
support to help you prepare for competition. 

Writing a brief involves crafting a clear and persuasive
legal argument to present to the appellate court. 

BRIEF FORMATTING REQUIREMENTS

Watch a Yale Law School Moot Court 

Each brief  should outline the procedural history, relevant facts,
legal issues, and the court’s holdings and reasoning. By using
lower court opinions and precedent cases, students can frame
their arguments effectively by comparing and contrasting them
with the case at hand to support or refute key positions. Each team
should write a brief for both the Appellant (Petitioner) and the
Appellee (Respondent).

Rules of Procedures and Evaluation Forms


