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2023 STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL (155) 

1. Title or Purpose:  
2. Create Energy Consumption Limits for Cryptocurrency Mines Within the State of Texas 
3.  
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. Major Area to be Affected: 
8. ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council of Texas)  
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. Justification: 
14. In the year of 2020 within the US, Bitcoin mining created an estimated 40 billion pounds of 
15. carbon emissions. The United States mines the most Bitcoin in the world, and Texas is  
16. responsible for 14% of this mining, and is beginning to take the lead as more and more  
17. cryptocurrency mining companies move to Texas because of the deregulated energy grid 
18. in the state. Texas is predicted to become a global superpower in cryptocurrency mining.  
19. Because cryptocurrency creates billions of pounds of carbon emissions, it is the 
20. responsibility of Texas to create limits of energy consumption for mines in order to limit 
21. Texas's carbon footprint. Crypto miners currently account for about 1.2 gigawatts of 
22. electricity demand in Texas, according to the Texas Blockchain Council. That's enough to 
23. power about 240,000 homes. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. Proposal for Action: 
29. In order to encourage limiting the usage of energy for cryptocurrency mining, companies  
30. that use more than 200 million watts to mine bitcoin must be fined and contribute payment 
31. that would cover electricity bills of low-income households. The amount paid towards these 
32. electricity bills would be directly determined by the amount of watts used. For example, if  
34. a company were to use 300 million watts, they would have to dedicate payment towards  
35. an additional 50 million watts for housing in low-income communities.  The local govern- 
36. ment would decide which households and areas need the electricity the most.  
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. Results to be Expected: 
42. By forcing crypto mining companies to contribute such a significant fee for mining within  
43. Texas, it would force companies to either limit their mining or donate a significant amount  
44. of money that would help lower income communities acquire necessary power. Limiting  
45. mining brings good to the environment, and funding low income communities helps close a  
46. gap between the rich and the poor within Texas. Both of these effects would result in 
47. common good for the people within the state. 
48. 
49.
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL
Title or Purpose
Expanding the Right to Vote to Prisoners

Major Area(s) to be Affected
Felons/Prisoners in the state of Texas

Justification
If the person has been convicted of a felony, they are prohibited from voting until they complete
a sentence, probation or even parole. Texas automatically restores voting rights when an
ex-felon is entirely finished with their sentence and penalties.
A felony typically ranges from one to 10 years to life in prison. The average parole time is 19
months. During this phase, the person still cannot vote under Texas law and would be
committing a new crime if they attempted to do so. Currently, Texas’s prison population is one of
the highest in the nation. Texas incarcerates 860 per every 100,000 people since 2020, and the
state operates the country's largest prison system. If the Texas prison population were a city, it
would be among the state's 15 largest.

Telling prisoners they cannot vote is premised on the idea that convicts undergo a sort of
temporary “civic death”—a suspension of normal rights as citizens while they are behind bars.
However, the Supreme Court decided that prisoners cannot have their citizenship stripped as a
punishment for a crime. As Justice Earl Warren wrote in the 1958 case Trop v. Dulles:
“Citizenship is not a right that expires upon misbehavior.”

If prisoners remain citizens and retain their civic status throughout their sentences, then it
follows that prisoners should enjoy the most basic of their civil rights, the right to cast a ballot.
Disenfranchising them creates a class of people still subject to the laws of the United States but
without a voice in the way they’re governed—similar to taxation without representation.

Prisoners cannot vote, yet they’re counted in the population for the legislative district of their
prison, the main factor that determines a state’s number of representatives and its presidential
electoral votes. It’s a practice the NAACP calls “prison-based gerrymandering.” If that sounds
familiar, it should: Such a policy resembles the Constitution’s notorious three-fifths clause, which
denied slaves the right to vote but counted them in the Census for the purposes of amassing
more pro-slavery representatives. In Texas prisoners are counted in their home districts, which
evens out the representation. But still, those prisoners are not voting for those representatives.

Proposal for Action
All felons, inmates, and prisoners will be able to execute their right to vote regardless of whether
or not they are on parole, probation, or in prison. Our proposal for action is based on other
state’s policies that allow felons and incarcerated individuals to vote.
Corrections officials will open the jail to visitors for monthly voter registration drives and civics
lessons. They also offer two weekends of early voting and provide voter education materials such
as informational videos about candidates, importance of voter turnout, and etc.

Results to be Expected
1. Prisoners will no longer be disenfranchised and will be able to execute their unalienable,

constitutional right to vote.
2. A prison constituency with rights to vote and related rights of free speech can engage in

civic activism that will continue after release and help them reintegrate back into society.
3. Increased voter turnout in elections
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