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Authors: Jacqueline Chavez, Ryan Boone YMCA Delegation: Oak Cliff
City: Dallas Daniel Intermediate PROPOSAL #: 1
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:

To provide a way for teenagers to learn a lesson after caught driving under the
influence and encourage others not to make the same mistake declaring an
emergency.

Major Area to be Affected:

Teenagers, Parents, MADD, Texas State Bar Association, Dallas Bar Association,
DFDD(Doctors for Designated Drivers)

Justification:

A major problem we have today is deaths in Texas due to driving under the
influence. Teens in Texas are most likely to drive in an irresponsible manner
while intoxicated. According to the MADD each day, people drive drunk more
than three hundred thousand times, but only about three thousand two hundred
are arrested. Many of those teens are most likely to cause a fatal crash and
endanger others when they aren't even supposed to be driving. This major
problem should be addressed because many teens caught are usually thrown in
jail for three to one hundred and eighty days and can be bailed out for one
thousand dollars. Which concludes them to never learn their lesson.

Proposal for Action:

Our proposal is to make all teenagers caught intoxicated make a speech publicly
to peers and kids lower in grades/schools. The teen must provide an
encouraging speech with the mistakes made when he or she was driving drunk.
The teen will also have to pay a three thousand dollar fine, have a two hundred
day license suspension, and seventy hour of community service which will be
included in the speech.
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Author: Regan Young, Maya Panday, Jordan Sextom YMCA Delegation: Faubion Middle School
YMCA: Mckinney YMCA. City: Mckinney PROPOSAL #: 2
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:

Gun Permits and Licences in Texas

Major Area to be Affected:

Texas Citizens
Justification:

In Texas there has been way too many shootings. Studies show that in the time span of 8 months we
have had 12 mass shootings with 25 deaths. Even though we don’'t have the most shootings we have
the most deaths. Those numbers don't even include all the little shootings.In all we have a total of
45767 shootings. Police are pulling guns and shooting people without even knowing for sure that they
don't have a gun. This needs to stop. All of these unnecessary acts are causing our state and county to
go into havoc. It's all over the news,instead of talking about this issue we need to solve it.

Proposal for Action:

In Texas to get a licence to carry a handgun you need a valid driver's licence, current demographic,
address, contact, and employment information, information regarding any psychiatric, drug, alcohol, or
criminal history (new users only), a valid email address and a valid credit card. If you want to renew
your licence you need to do it in a timespan of 6 months after expiration. If you try to renew your
license after six months you must pay a late fee and buy a new licence. This is our law and it needs to
have some minor adjustments. First we need to make it where anytime you get your licence renewed or
you get a licence you must get a background check. When you get a licence you should have to take a
test about handling and carrying a gun. Then you must sign a contract saying that you will follow all the
laws and precautions because if you don't then your gun will be revoked permanently. This will ensure
that everyone knows the laws and will not break them. Security in gun stores need to be raised. There
needs to be guards and shatter proof glass around all the guns. Multiple security cameras would be
helpful too. You also will need a special certification stating that you are allowed to guard and own a
gun store. You may not buy guns for other people. You can go with them to buy it, but it must be under
their name unless under the age of 18. If you are a police officer then you must go under specific
training on how to deal with problems when the person is under watch of weapon. Then you can get a
gun. Every year you must take the same test and reearn your permit. If you fail to do so then your gun
will be taken away until further notice when you can retake the lesson. This is to ensure that all police
officers know what they are doing. In schools we need to teach kids to not mess around with guns and
teach them the dangers that can be produced with these weapons.For the people coming into Texas
they have to undergo a background check, noting that they haven’t done any serious crimes. If there
are any marks on their background check from serious crimes then they won't be able to enter Texas
with any weapons.

Results to be Expected

Less shooting will happen in Texas. Citizens will be safer and people will stop hating police officers once
they learn not to be so quick to shoot. Less deaths and injuries from shootings will happen and we will
be one of the safest states to live in. We can make a difference and spread happiness throughout the
state.
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Author: Ava Karkuschke, Ananya Vegesna, and Ethan Ong YMCA Delegation: Mckinney YMCA: Mckinney
YMCA City: Mckinney PROPOSAL #: 3
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
Prohibiting campus carry

Major Area to be Affected:
All 208 college campuses in Texas

Justification:

Through the past year, one topic that has occurred as a major controversy is campus carry.
Although college shootings are very rare they are possible. Many people would argue that campus
carry is strictly allowing students to provide themselves with self-defense. During a gunfight a
uniformed officer arrives at the scene, how will the police officer identify the shooter from a
civilian if they both are obtaining guns. The odds of having a student with a stable mind and
sufficient reaction time are very low. According to Usa today, Jared Loughner who was was not
mentally sane, killed 7 people at Arizona University. He was tackled by unarmed students and
they took his weapon away, the man with the conceledgun almost shot one of the samaritans. In
an article by time.com, of all the shootings in the United States during 2015, only three occurred
in Texas. Fifty years ago at UT-Austin, occurred the tower shooting of 1966. 49 people were shot
and 14 were killed by a 25 year old man veteran and student. Survivors of the mass shooting
testified that guns only made the situation worse by provoking the veteran into shooting more,
causing more casualties. Campus administration, teachers, faculty and students also testified that
the best way to ensure campus safety was to compatible to prohibit guns.

“Today marks the 50th Anniversary of the library tower shooting at the University of Texas at
Austin, where one man, a 25 year-old military veteran and student climbed the library tower on
campus with rifles, handguns, and shotguns, and shot 49 people killing 14 (earlier in the day he
also killed two family members). It is uncertain exactly why he committed this heinous act, but 50
years later, we still face the threat of mass shootings - a threat exacerbated by a new law
permitting concealed carry of handguns on campus (SB 11).”

~http://keepgunsoffcampus.org

In the United States, over 1,000 suicides occur on college campuses, and one in every ten
students plan suicides. Although poisoning and overdose are the most common attempts of
suicides, the result in a fatality is only 2 percent. As for firearm suicide, the result in a fatality is
85 percent of the attempts. Professionals also agree that firearms have increased suicides on
campuses.

“We know that college students are in this zone between adolescence and adulthood, with greatly
increased risk factors for suicide including binge drinking and depression,” ~Jeffrey Swanson,
medical sociologist at Duke University.

Proposal for Action:

Our proposal for action is to only allow all faculty (administrators, teachers, and campus security)
to carry on campus. There are many ways to prevent deaths in colleges, however we will only list
three. First you have to identify mentally ill students, give them treatment, discourage them from
buying guns, and having campus security always at the ready.

Results to be Expected:

There are many positives to our proposal however our main objective is to protect the civilians of
Texas. With our proposal we plan to save many lives and to help the Texas police department
identify the suspect in a college shooting.
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Author: Emmanuel Daniel and Jad Saboune YMCA Delegation: St Paul the Apostle Catholic School.
YMCA: Richardson YMCA City: Richardson PROPOSAL #: 4

STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
Murder rate in major U.S.cities.

Major Area to be Affected:
Citizens

Justification:
We believe that high murder rates endanger many U.S. citizens and if controlled could
lead to economy growth as well as a better overall life in those cities.
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10. Proposal for Action:
11. We enforce more in-depth background checks to both sellers and purchasers of

12. automated weapons, including but not limited to mental health checks. We will also ban
13. all automatic weapons from public places, semi-automatic would still be allowed. Finally,
14. we will allocate more money to police training.

16. Results to be Expected:
17. Though we know this won't solve all crimes at this magnitude, we hope that with our

18. proposal the murder rate in U.S. cities will see a decline.
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Author: Ruby Long and Sydney Knodel
YMCA: Dallas PROPOSAL #: 5
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
Poverty In Texas

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas Citizens

Justification:

Overall, poverty in America has gotten really bad, but it is especially bad in Texas.
Considering how high our poverty rate is, Texas is in bad shape. The poverty rate in
Texas is seventeen percent, and the rate of just the Southern border is an average of
thirty-five percent. Meanwhile the national average is fourteen point five percent. That
means that the poverty rate in Texas is higher than the rate nationally. The Child
poverty rate is about twenty-four point three percent. The overall hunger and food
insecurity rate in Texas is seventeen point two percent. It is a scientifically proven fact
that children do not learn as well on an empty stomach, as they would on a full
stomach. If our children aren’t getting a good education, then what sort of shape do you
think our future is in. Especially since seventeen percent of youths, ages 18-24 go
without a proper job or aren’t in school.

Proposal for Action:
Our proposal to the dilemma is to raise minimum wage. The minimum wage in Texas is

seven dollars and twenty five cents. That means that the average american on minimum
wage earns two-hundred and ninety dollars working eight hours a day, seven days a
week. The average american spends one hundred fifty-one dollars a week on groceries
alone, not to mention taxes, transportation, medical needs,etc. Minimum wage has been
a huge topic recently, and is a major problem. To help solve our poverty problem we
thought that our solution could be to raise minimum wage. Raising minimum wage
would largely help families having to live on a small salary job.

Results to be Expected:
The result to be expected from raising minimum wage is that people in low income jobs

get more money yearly, which will help to reduce poverty in Texas. People will be able
to get better jobs, better education for themselves and their kids, better living spaces,
and better food.
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Author: Alyssia Gabrielle Simmons and Bria Tiani Burns YMCA Faubion Middle School
YMCA: Mckinney City: Mckinney TX PROPOSAL #: 6

STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
Maternity leave rights in texas

Title purpose: we think that businesses should give emplyees time off for maternity
leave AND BE TREATED EQUALLY WHEN THEY RETURN. AND STILL BE TREATED
EQUALLY.

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas Citizens
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Justification:The problem here is that pregnant women and soon to be fathers do
10. not get paid during maternity leave. Because the pregnant women and fathers may

11. need that money before the baby is born to pay for the nursery and diapers etc.Babies

12. also cost! This needs to be covered by all businesses that are covered by the

13. FMLA(family and medical leave act) and ones who are not. Then they must be eligible to

14. take at least 12 weeks to take off parental leave to have time with the new baby.
15. There are three requirements to be eligible for the employee.Number one You must
16. have worked for your employer for at least 12 months as of the date when your leave
17. will start. These months need not be consecutive, but the employer doesn't have to
18. count any time your worked before a break in service of seven years or more.

19. Did you know that the FMLA also covers family or personal ililness, family military leave,
20. pregnancy, adoption, or the foster care placement of a child.Number two, must have

21. worked at least 1,250 hours (about 24 hours per week) for your employer in the 12

22. months immediately preceding the start of your leave. Number three you must work at
23. a worksite with at least 50 employees within a 75-mile radius. If you are part of a small
24. group of employees that works at a remote satellite office, for example, you might not

25. Dbe eligible to use the FMLA, even if your company employs thousands nationwide.

28. Proposal for Action:Our ideas to change this start with helping businesses become
29. eligible for the FMLA by assisting them with these requirements, An employer must

30. comply with the FMLA if it has at least 50 employees for at least 20 weeks of the current

31. calendar year or the immediately preceding calendar year. The 20 weeks need not be
32. consecutive.

33. Independent contractors don't count toward the total, but all part-time and full-time
34. employees count, as do employees who are on leave and expected to return to

35. work. The ]J. C. Penney Company is a department store with 1,060 locations in 49 U.S.

36. states and Puerto Rico.Schools also follow the guidelines,and federal businesses.

38. Results to be Expected:
39. After adjustments are made more women will stay in the workforce because they are

40. treated equally when they return. Also it would draw more employees into their business

41. because they're covered by the FMLA.
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Author: Chloe Tyson and Daphne Staples YMCA Delegation: Faubion middle school
YMCA: McKinney City: McKinney PROPOSAL #: 7
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
More Tornado Shelters needed in Texas

Major Area to be Affected:
Dallas and Austin

Justification:

Citizens need to get to a tornado shelter quickly. Tornado shelters aren’t usually
at a place you can get to. Most people don’t even know where it is. Some people
even die because they don’t have a tornado shelter in their home, whereas they
hide in their homes while the tornado tears it apart in an instant. More deaths than
necessary occur, sometimes because of the issues about tornado shelter.

Proposal for Action:
Maybe we should create more shelters so we can house more people during the

storm. More evacuation countermeasures, in case a route is blocked off to a shelter
that’s nearest to you. (referring to more shelter.) This may result in less deaths.
Maybe we should put maps in everyone’s houses for places we should go when
tornadoes occur.

Results to be Expected:
If this works out, and we put effort into it, then the results would be saving a

few thousand lives from devastation of tornadoes! We would not only decrease
deaths but we will be informing everyone of the important information and shelters
that are needed for humanity’s survival
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Author: William Taylor, Joshua McNealy YMCA Delegation: Dallas
YMCA: Oak Cliff City: Dallas PROPOSAL #: 8

STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
The minimum wage in Texas.

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas citizens

Justification:

Minimum wage means the lowest wage permitted by law or by special agreement
10. (such as one with a labor union.) Texas’ minimum wage is $7.25 recorded in

11. 2016.The real question is” How does this affect our economy”? Frbsf.org says that a
12.  higher minimum wage will lead to job loss among low skilled workers.
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13. 1t also says that most important, workers have varying skill levels, and a higher
13' minimum wage will lead employers to hire fewer low-skilled workers and more high-
16. skilled workers. This is why it affects our economy. The reason why William and I

17. want to change this problem is because people are losing their jobs and not being
18. able to provide for their families, but honestly We would like to raise our minimum
19. wage. This is what my mom says about minimum wage. My mom says "I feel that
20. minimum wage should be higher because it's not enough money to provide for their
21. families. I think the minimum wage should increase yearly in order for families to
22.  keep up with the cost of living. I also feel the amount of minimum wage should be
23. pased on the cost of living depending on the region in which you live. These are my
mom’s opinion regarding minimum wage.

>7. Proposal for Action:
28. I think we should raise the minimum wage in Texas because Texans don't get

29. enough money to pay for rent or buy groceries to provide for their family. The

30. average Texan gets only $7.25 per hour at their job and that’s not money for

31. people to do what they need to do. We should raise it from $7.25 to $13.50 so they
32.  can save for college and stuff like that. So when this bill pass, these kids grow up

33.  and get a job in a restaurant and the fast food business, they could or can provide
g‘s" for their family, and to save for college tuition & for their future.
36.

37. Results to be Expected:
3g. If this bill passes, the results will be incredible. People will have more money in their

39, pocket. Then they can and will provide for themselves, their families. Then the
40. businesses will have more people and more people mean more locations for the
41. restaurants and fast food places. This is why we choose this bill topic. Thank You.
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Author: Colin Cha, Sai Sathivell, and Zach Plyler YMCA Delegation: Middle School
YMCA: McKinney YMCA City: McKinney  School: Imagine PROPOSAL #: 9
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:

Raise the Minimum Wage in Texas

Major Area to be Affected

Workers paid minimum wage in Texas

Justification:

Texas has the highest number of workers being paid the minimum wage out of all
states.

6.4% of all workers in Texas being paid by the hour are paid the minimum wage, that's
400,000 people. This does not include the families and people who depend on the
person or people who have those jobs. According to
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/us-poverty-rate-by-state.html, the percentage of
Texas’ population under the poverty line is 16.4%. If we do the math here, considering
that the population of Texas in 2016 is 27.6 million people, according to
http://population2016.com/population-of-texas-in-2016.html, then about 1.8 million
people in Texas are in poverty. Poverty is not something to be taken lightly anywhere,
and especially in Texas. According to https://talkpoverty.org/state-year-report/texas-
2014-report/, 12% of high schoolers were not able to graduate after 4 years of high
school in 2012, 17% of youth ages 18-24 were not in school or working in 2013, 18% of
households were food insecure from 2012-2013, and 81% of unemployed workers did
not have insurance to aid them in 2013. All of these things were almost completely due
to an insufficient amount of money and education, in other words, poverty.

Proposal for Action:

The minimum wage in Texas should be raised to $10 an hour, because the minimum
wage in Texas is currently $7.25, which has shown to be one of the main causes of
poverty in Texas. According to http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/us-poverty-rate-by-
state.html, this proposal will most likely get a lot of votes due to the fact that most of
the workers in Texas are in fact being paid the minimum wage. On top of that, as we
mentioned in our justification, Texas has a poverty rate of 16.4%. According to
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/us-poverty-rate-by-state.html, Louisiana has the
highest poverty rate out of all the states in the U.S.A. at 23%. Texas and Louisiana both
are at the federal minimum wage, $7.25, and because Louisiana has such a high poverty
rate, and Texas has the same minimum wage, there is a chance of Texas’ poverty rate
going up. By raising the minimum wage to $10 an hour, the poverty rate will decrease
significantly.

Results to be Expected:
Minimum wage is raised and more people get more money, so other people do not have

to donate to foundations to give to the people who are poor. It will increase economic
activity and growth. We want to decrease the number of people who are in poverty. We
also want people to stop paying people below the minimum wage. If you vote for this
proposal, poverty levels in Texas will go down, therefore increasing economic activity,
improving the ability to afford a house and basic living essentials for our citizens,
reducing crime rates, and increasing attendance at schools and decreasing the number
of people dropping out of school.
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Author: Sudiksha Pai and Elsie Wauman YMCA Delegation: IIANT/ middle school YMCA:
McKinney YMCA  City: McKinney PROPOSAL #: 10
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
Public transportation infrastructure in Texas

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas citizens, citizens that don't have their own transportation

Justification:

There are many citizens across Texas who don’t have car or have the ability to pay for a
driver. 6.4 % unemployed, 72.1% employed, 10.7% students, 6.7% retired rely on public on
public transportation. Public transportation drivers have to have a clean record and be
certified due to the type of transportation. Therefore, you will be not having to worry
caused by the driver. Also, public transportation has reduced gasoline consumption. It’s a
contribution to society because it reduces traffic. Approximately every twenty minutes
there is an accident due to drinking and driving and more than 100,000 traffic crashes due
distracted driving. Accidents could be resolved by just taking a bus. On average, over
300,000 incidents of drinking and driving happen per day. According to the Texas transit
statistic report public transportation has a a good funding process/formula already. Such as
35% Eligible Urban Provider out of that 50% goes to needs, 50% Performance. 65% Rural
providers out of that 65% needs and 35% performance.

Proposal for Action:

Public transportation is important in Texas because Texas has many people who can't afford
a car, or an uber, etc. Many people in Texas drink and drive and public transportation is a
way to prevent that. Citizens that can't afford their own vehicles use buses, trains, planes,
or boats to get around. Public transportation creates public goods by displacing driving. It
can also help reduce pollution. They allow more efficient land development. Public
transportation can reduce auto injuries and death. You can use the bus to get to know your
neighbors or people living around you. Also, public transportation and buses can help you
to relax or go somewhere without the fright of driving and feeling the road rage.

Results to be Expected:
Our expected results are that the government keeps funding for public transportation and
will create more infrastructure.
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Author: Leah Yeshitila, Kali Ecton, Megan James YMCA Delegation: Austin Academy.
YMCA: White Rock YMCA City: Garland PROPOSAL #: 11

STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
High School Graduation rate

Major Area to be Affected:
Everyone that is a student and is considering dropping out.

Justification: In Texas, 22% of students don't graduate high school. Part of it can be
blamed on the fact that almost a quarter of the students live in poverty. 7% of teens in
Texas don’t even attend school. Texas also is third in teen birth rates. For every 1,000
10. females 63 babies are born, and the mothers are from ages 15-19. Black students

11. graduated 69%, latinos at 73%, whites at 86%, asians at 89%. This has to stop.

12. Students should be able to graduate and be able to provide for themselves and future
13. families.
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16.  proposal for Action:
17. 30% of teenage girls state that the reason they dropped out of high school is because of

12 pregnancy and parenting. Some ways we could fix that is offer a video in every science
" class that shows them the dangers and effects of teen pregnancy. That warns girls

20. o . .

21, about teen pregnancy and it will educate them so they won’t make the wrong choices.

22.

23.

24. Results to be Expected:
25. Students will take a greater interest in school and the percentage of high schooler

26. dropping out will be decreased.

2016-17 Texas Youth and Government



Author: Lisa Lin and Gia-Uyen Tran YMCA Delegation: Austin Academy

YMCA: White Rock City: Garland PROPOSAL #: 12
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
Restructuring the Texas curriculum

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas students and the Texas Education System

Justification:

Texas is infamously known for its lack in educational depth. Texas is currently ranked
47th in SAT scores in the nation. Additionally, we are also ranked 43rd in national
education. This is not the education the students should receive. Changes will be made
to the curriculum so that students cover more material. We will also omit exceedingly
repetitive curriculum since it is unnecessary. The curriculum will be restructured so that
topics currently covered in later grades will be covered earlier. Earlier grades,
particularly elementary years, do not have much curriculum to cover. However, as the
years progress, the curriculum begins to become more packed. Moving curriculum to the
early years will allow students in later grades to not only be able to learn more, but
possibly give them more time to cover increasingly difficult topics. Texas TEKS aren’t
effectively preparing students. They end up performing poorly on their SATs. Students
find it harder to enter colleges with their unsatisfactory scores. Students are not
receiving the education they deserve.

Proposal for Action:

The Texas curriculum will be accelerated. Curriculum will be moved from later grades
down to earlier years. Excessively repetitive curriculum will be omitted. The Texas
Education System will have 7 years to make these changes.

Results to be Expected:

Students will have a more enriching education, and SAT scores will increase. Students in
Texas will have better chances to get accepted into more prestigious colleges. Texas will
have a better overall education and it will be beneficial for the students and the state.
The citizens of Texas will be more educated.
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Author:Jayde Joseph,Noemi Mayo YMCA Delegation:Dowell middle
YMCA: McKinney YMCA. City: McKinney  Proposal # _ 13
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
The college campus sexaul assult in Texas

Major Area to be Affected:
College Campuses Nationwide

Justification:

Sexual assault is any type of sexual contact or behavior that occurs without the explicit
consent of the recipient. Every 2 minutes an American is sexually assaulted. On average,
there are 288,820 victim's (age 12 or older) of rape and sexual assault each year in the
United States. Women ages 18-24 who are college students are three times more likely to
be sexually assaulted than women who are not enrolled in college.

Proposal for Action:

We propose a law that any sexual offender gets two to three years in prison. Campus
counselors should be provided for the person that was sexually assaulted in addition to
placing More security guards on campus. Hold sex

offenders accountable for their actions, such as if an athlete rapes someone have them
loose playtime etc. Monitor college parties , if any college party wants to have harder
drinks then soft drinks require an off duty campus police officer to attend for every fifteen
people. Instead of allowing campuses’ students to throw their own parties give the party
planning to the college dean.

We propose a law that security guards walk down hallways on campus residences to make
sure all students are safe and secure.

We also propose that colleges put cameras in hallways (limited to on campus living areas)
to make the the students feel safer.

Our proposal only approaches parties sponsored by the college.

Results to be Expected:

If we follow our proposal the college campus sexaul assult rate will go down. The students
on campus will feel safer. Academic rates will go up if there are campus counselors
provided, because they will be able to focus rather than being broken down by stress from
this traumatic event.

We got our information from
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/campus-sexual-violence
https://www.rainn.org/statistics/victims-sexual-violence
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Authors: Katharine Burgess and Catelyn Washerlesky YMCA Delegation: Dowell Middle School
YMCA: McKinney YMCA City: McKinney, TX Proposal # __14
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
More education for Special Education students

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas public schools, private schools can be included if they choose to be apart of this.

Justification:

Not enough kids with special needs in Texas are allowed the opportunity to be educated.
There are 27.61 million people and Texas, and of this 27.61 million, 51,830 of these kids
have special needs. That is 8 percent of Texas’ population, and not all of them can learn.
This brings down Texas’ STAAR and STEM scores in ranking, and brings down the chances
of new learning opportunities.

Proposal for Action:

The 8 percent of special needs kids in Texas, don’t have the opportunity to learn like we do.
This doesn’t help Texas’ STAAR or STEM scores very much, and this needs to be fixed. We
propose that 8 of the 8 percent of those kids need to be given the opportunity, by their
government, to learn. This gives many kids an opportunity to learn, and be able to interact
and learn with the world more. Note, that the parent or guardian of these children do have
a say in this education process and that they can decide the limits and freedoms of this
opportunity process. We need 8 of the 8 percent of these kids to have the opportunity to
learn. This can help people in Texas, and others lives very much.
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Author: Miranda Katello and Janie Gantt YMCA Delegation: McKinney

YMCA: YMCA Mckinney City: Mckinney, Texas PROPOSAL #: 15
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
To Reform School Testing in Texas Public Schools

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas

Justification:

We are ranked 43rd in the nation for public education

No data supports that the STAAR testing has improved public education

The company administering the exams lost test data for over 1400 students

State standards increase each year without justification

Children that come from poor households typically perform poorly on the state test

If STAAR results are any measure, Texas is failing its lowest-performing students.

In every test at every grade, groups of students who scored lower when STAAR rolled
out three years ago are still behind — and in most cases, the gaps are growing.
Teachers account for about 1% to 14% of the variability in test scores.

105,000 5th and 6th graders in Texas couldn’t pass the STAAR
STAAR Alternate 2 assessment for students who have significant cognitive disabilities and
are receiving special education services.

Proposal for Action:

My partner and I propose to create a new test with grade appropriate questions and
accommodations for students with disabilities.

Instead of high-stakes threats of grade retention and labeling of schools by test
performance, TEA should focus on tutoring programs for students who need extra
attention. We also want the test to be created by a new testing company.(Source Texas
Education Agency, and it is a government officiated website.

Results to be Expected:

Our overarching goal is for schools to focus on the educational needs of each student
and not test results. By providing lower-stress environments, teachers can see what
each individual student needs, and do their best to meet those needs. Testing is still
required, but is only a benchmark to evaluate student growth and needs. The focus is on
education, not testing. With this approach, Texas’ overall public school performance will
improve.
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Author: Zach Puhala and Allyson Burgess YMCA Delegation: Dowell Middle School
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
To improve SAT scores in Texas to provide students with well paying jobs.

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas High Schools

Justification:
As stated by the Texas State Affairs topic list, Texas is ranked 47th in the nation for SAT

scores. This is a huge problem. If we can enhance our scores, Texas high school
students can get into colleges that equip them with the experience they need to qualify
for jobs which can provide them with sufficient income. As of 2016 The College Board
(the test company) has changed the scale to a 1600 point scale instead of a 2400 point
scale and the way the test if formated thus making it harder and more intimidating. You
are required to get a 1300 out of 1600 on the test to get into Texas A&M. The average
score on the SAT in Texas is a 1110 out of 1600. Therefore, the average person would
not get into A&M as well as many other schools.

Proposal for Action:
We propose better preparation materials to be provided by the school such as SAT

reference books so that they have more sufficient practice for this critical test. We also
propose that practice tests be mandatory and provided in school free of cost. We think a
practice test would be helpful because the test company has changed the test, and this
might help students feel more comfortable taking it if they know all they need to know
about how it works. Other preparation materials we think would be a benefit to high
school students are SAT prep textbooks, studying assigned as homework, and free
studying sessions.

Results to be Expected:
If students get sufficient practice and a good score on the mock test, we expect Texas

scores to go up a lot from what they are now and essentially this provides Texans with
good jobs. This will help boost the amount of students admitted into these Texas schools
and the unemployment due to the lack of qualification will decrease.
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Author: Jacob Brown, Micaiah Brantley, and Trinitiee Harris YMCA Delegation: Oak Cliff YMCA
YMCA: Oak Cliff City: Grand Prairie, Cedar Hill, and Desoto PROPOSAL #: 17
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
College campus sexual assault in Texas

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas citizens.

Justification:

Sexual violence has always been a specter on college campuses- but it's long lurked in
the shadows. Thousands of college students are victims of sexual assaults each year,
yet the vast majority of the cases go unreported. And no cases are filed. Texas colleges
such as Baylor, TCU, University of Texas, and Texas State are one of the many colleges
where sexual abuse occurs. It is not just girls that the horrible things are happening to it
is also boys. Where boys are pulling pranks on other guys as an act of bullying and
making fun of.

Proposal for Action:

We can all take steps to increase safety on college campuses as bystanders, students
can learn ways of stepping in to prevent crimes like sexual assault from occurring.
When it comes to personal safety, there are steps you can take as well, and some of
those tips are outlined below. No tips can absolutely guarantee safety — sexual violence
can happen to anyone, and it's not the only crime that can occur on a college campus.
We can hire more guards to prevent and protect girls and boys from being sexually
assaulted. We can also put more cameras around the campus, dorms, and school. We
should pay more attention to our surroundings. Every case of sexual assault on a TX
college campus should be reviewed by an independent committee of police, college
representatives, and citizens from the community.

Results to be Expected:

We believe that we will bring down the rate of sexual assault in Texas if we follow these
tips, and guidelines. We think it will bring down the rate of boys getting sexually
assaulted, and girls being sexually assaulted. I also believe if people are not sexually
assaulted it will stop people from committing suicide. People are killing themselves
because of being sexually assaulted. Then when that people that committed sexual
assault post on some type of social media thinking that it is funny and think this is a
game.
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STATE AFFAIRS FORUM PROPOSAL

Title or Purpose:
The low high school graduation rate in Texas.

Major Area to be Affected:
Texas

Justification:

The high school graduation rate in Texas in 2015 was 73.8 percent. We want at least 90
percent. A lot of this problem starts at a young age. This bill presents a resolution to
that. It will allow us to increase the rate of graduates from high school by ensuring a
better foundation from the beginning of their education.

Proposal for Action:

We can have fundraisers and raise money to start more pre-K programs. We also would
like to use state funds from taxes to give every student the opportunity to start school
at 2 years old. We want to give every child in Texas a good opportunity for a strong
start so they will have a good finish, that is, graduating high school and going on to
college.

Results to be Expected:
We expect that high school graduation rates will increase.
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YMCA: Mckinney City: Mckinney PROPOSAL #: 19
1. "
2. The decreased funding for the state university system.
3.
4.  Major Area to be Affected:
5. Community colleges
6.
7. lustification:
8.
8. Over the years,college funding is